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Latest Assignment Revelation
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Recently we were able to get a clearer picture of our assignment in Makassar.  We will be teaching at the seminary about 70% of our time, and then developing a vision/plan for outreach to two of the large unreached people groups (UPGs) of southern Sulawesi (The Bugis and the Makassarese).  Both of these groups have just a small group of “brothers and sisters” among them and we are excited about the role we may have in building a work to push back the darkness.  Our teaching and mentoring at the seminary will be focused on igniting and fanning a flame in the hearts of the students to  reach the people of the majority religion, possibly joining us among the Makassarese or the Bugis.  To that end we would like your support (through conversations with our Father) in our desire to find a strategic home.  We will be taking a trip to Makassar in two weeks to meet the students and faculty of the school and to scout out possible living situations. 
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Andy helping build a sidewalk in our community with local neighbors and community leaders.  We are mixing the cement by hand.  
Neighbor News:   Recently a friend of ours, the former community leader, was telling us all kinds of interesting stories of the history of this area.  One of the common denominators in his stories was the fear he (and his family and friends) had of the dark and darkness.  There is a spiritual oppression of fear that is very keenly felt by the people of our area and it spoke much to us of their need of the Light.  We desire to point people to the Source of our hope and peace, even in troubled situations, and to shine like stars in the universe.  We are also encouraged by the truth that “Perfect love casts out fear.”  As we get more fluent in the language we are hoping that we are given more opportunities to speak into the lives of those who are so afraid.  Please pray for “Fred,” that his heart would be open to the Light of lights.
School news:  We are now finished with half of Unit 6 and will have our 6 month review soon.  This review comes from the CMA language committee, so it is outside of the bounds of our language school.  Please remember us to the Father as we go through this important stage.  Unit 7 begins soon and we will go back to a morning schedule.
Andy’s Language mistake of the month:  While Lora and I were visiting a home of a friend whose wife recently had a baby, he asked me how old my oldest child was.   I replied in Indonesian.  “Oh.  She is 18.”  Then he asked what I thought was “How old is your second child?”  I said, “15 years.”  After a few seconds of wondering about his shocked face, I asked , “Sorry, what do you ask?”  He then asked again (this time I understood), “How long have you been married?”  Ohhhhh.  That is why the shocked expression.  I was quick to tell him. “22 years.”
News about the kids
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Hannie is still enjoying school (Eastern University) though looking forward to her trip to Florida for spring break and her trip here in May.  Abbie will be with us for the third week in March and comes home for the summer on June 3.  We just completed the applications for Rick and Josiah to join her at Dalat next year.  After getting the clearance from the doctors, Rick played his way into the starting position of his basketball team.  His coach told me excitedly after his first game after the injury.  “Rick plays football out there.”  

Josiah playing soccer with his soccer club.
Specifics:

1. Praise that we are now in Unit 6.
2. Praise for a wonderful retreat with our colleagues from many areas of Indonesia.  We were really refreshed over the past weekend.
3. Praise for continued good health and stamina as we grind our way through language school.

4. Pray for the “Light” in our community.
5. Pray for God’s continued covering over us for health and emotional and physical stamina.

6. Pray for our exploratory trip to Makassar March 6-9.  Pray that we have success in finding a home (this trip combined with a trip in May).
7. Pray the UPGs, the Bugis and the people of Makassar.  Maybe you can adopt one as a church group?

Support:

1. Thank you for your investment in us and our ministry.  The primary investment vehicle to support our work is the Great Commission Fund.  Contributions can be made through a local Alliance church, on line at http://www.cmalliance.org/give/ or by sending a check to the C&MA, PO Box 35000, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-3500.  You may designate your gift to support us by writing “for the support of Andy and Lora Brake” on the memo line.  This personalizes your gift and helps us be here and carry out our ministry.
2. You may also give to our vehicle fund.  This is also through the GCF except that you would designate your giving "Brake's Vehicle fund."  You may also do this at www.cmalliance.org.   We need about $13,500 more for our car by next June. 
3. Or to our work or our outfit expenses.  This would be designated "For the work of Andy and Lora Brake."

4. Personal gift.  This would be designated "A gift for Andy and Lora Brake."  This is a not tax-deductible.
Another quick family note:

Rick and Josiah have been slowly acclimating to Indonesian life.  Recently Rick said, after exiting the bathroom, “One good thing about Indonesia is that our toilets have hard-core flushing.”  I guess we can be thankful for the little things.  (

Defensive stopper!!






We Love and miss you all.  Love the Brake family!


